
 

  

Academy Travel Term 1 2018 Newsletter 

Summer Opera Festival, Verona’s Arena, Italy 

Welcome back! 

We hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable New Year’s break and are 

ready to take on the school year! The Academy Travel Schools Team is 

currently in the midst of our busiest time of year as we get ready to 

farewell the groups travelling this April and start talking to those schools 

interested in travelling next April. 

We are very excited to welcome onto the team Royna McNamara. Royna 

is using her specialised knowledge of the needs of music tour groups – 

both choral and orchestral – to develop a new range of tours. More 

details below. 

In the July 2018 school holidays, we have two fantastic professional 

learning opportunities. The Modern History program will visit Germany 

and Russia covering off key syllabus dot points from both HSC and VCE. 

Teachers of Visual Arts and Textiles and Design have the chance to travel 

to New York City. The tours are accredited by NESA – what a brilliant way 

to tick off those hours! More details below. 

The Academy Travel Schools Team 

 

Happy travels to the schools heading on 

tour in April 2018! 

Bethany College 

Emmaus Catholic College 

McCarthy Catholic College 

Nagle College 

Narrabri High School 

Pendle Hill High School 

Roseville College 

St Charbel’s College 

St Ursula’s College 

Thomas Hassall Anglican College 

William Carey Christian School 

 

 
 



  

 

Academy Travel Music Tours 

Academy Travel is excited to welcome aboard Royna McNamara who 

will be developing a range of specialised music tours for students and 

professional development tours for teachers. Royna brings more than 30 

years teaching and leadership experience in Independent, Catholic, State 

and International schools.  

Royna comes to Academy Travel after 20 years as the Director of Music 

at Abbotsleigh, where she established a standard of excellence in Music 

Education. During that time, she directed numerous International Music 

Tours, conducting choral and orchestral ensembles in prestigious venues 

such as Notre Dame, Saint Mark’s Basilica in Venice, Basilica of Saint 

Francis of Assisi, Canterbury Cathedral and the Musikverein in Vienna to 

name but a few.  She has also conducted massed choirs of over 1200 

voices, large scale orchestras, chamber groups, concert bands and jazz 

ensembles in the Sydney Opera House and Town Hall. 

Royna’s musical expertise continues to be utilised by NESA, the 

University of Sydney and the NSW Association of Independent Schools. 

Royna has been a member of the NSW syllabus review committee, the 

AIS and Catholic Examination committees, a tertiary mentor for Music 

Education students at Sydney University, leader for the AIS ELEVATE 

project, and, is currently the Convenor for Music Professional Learning 

for the AIS. 

Having travelled extensively in Europe, Royna is excited that she will 

combine her passion for travel, music and education in this new role at 

Academy Travel. 

If you would like to discuss your upcoming music tour with Royna, you 

can contact her in the office on (02) 9235 0134 or on email 

royna@academytravel.com.au. 

 

Music Teachers Professional Development Tour – July 2019 

Academy Travel’s first Music Teachers Professional Development Tour is planned for the July 2019 school 

holidays led by our expert Royna McNamara. This 13-day program will begin with 4 days in London, before 

continuing to Italy visiting the musical towns of Perugia, Verona and Lucca.  

The itinerary will include tickets to 8 live performances at world class venues and specialised music festivals. 

The group will also participate in two practical workshops and attend open rehearsals. The tour is designed to 

allow opportunities for Music teachers to develop their critical analysis skills and understanding of music in 

social, cultural and historical contexts. There will be time to engage in collegial discussions, as well as plenty of 

free time for sightseeing and shopping! 

Academy Travel is a NESA accredited provider of teacher professional development. Completing this study 

tour program will contribute up to 45 hours NESA Registered PD addressing 2.12, 6.2.2, 6.3.2 from the 

Australian Professional standards for teaching towards maintaining Proficient Teacher Accreditation in NSW. 

A detailed itinerary with booking information will be available in Term 2. If you would like to register your 

interest and receive this information as soon as it becomes available, email your details to 

schools@academytravel.com.au. 
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Upcoming Professional Learning Opportunities – July 2018 school holidays 

Last places available! 

Modern History – Germany and Russia in the 20th-Century 

This 13-day program covers key syllabus areas from both the HSC and 

VCE with visits to Berlin (2 nights), Nuremberg (2 nights), Munich (1 

night), St Petersburg (3 nights) and Moscow (2 nights). 

Dates: 9th-21st July, 2018 

Price: $5,750.00 per person, twin-share land only 

Click here for full itinerary and booking form 

 

Art and Design – New York City 

This 11-day study tour is designed for teachers of Visual Arts, Textiles, 

Design and Technology across all states and year levels. Based in New 

York City, the program includes walking tour with experts, visits to 

galleries, practical activities and sightseeing. 

Dates: 8th-18th July, 2018 

Price: $5,990.00 per person, twin-share land only 

Click here for full itinerary and booking form 

 

Future PD Tours open for bookings 

Click the links below to access the detailed itinerary and booking information. 

Ancient History - Greece in the 5th-Century and Bronze Age, October 2018  

Ancient History - Rome and the Cities of Vesuvius, January 2019 

Drama - Cultural and Theatrical Japan, October 2018 

English – Literature in the UK, July 2019 

Planned PD tours open for expressions of interest     

Modern History – Conflict and Change in Japan, October 2019     

Drama – London, Paris and Berlin, October 2019     

Music – Italy and England, July 2019     

Email your details to schools@academytravel.com.au to add your name to the EOI list for any of these tours. 

 

Got an idea for a PD tour? Let us know and if the tour goes ahead we will offer you a 

discount as a participant! 

 

http://academytravelschools.com.au/professional-development/teacher-professional-development/germany-and-russia-in-the-20th-century/
http://academytravelschools.com.au/professional-development/teacher-professional-development/art-design-teachers-new-york-july-2018/
http://academytravelschools.com.au/professional-development/teacher-professional-development/art-design-teachers-new-york-july-2018/
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