
 

  

Academy Travel Term 2 2018 Newsletter 

TEXT 

The latest from Academy Travel 

These are exciting times for those teaching the Cities of Vesuvius with new 

discoveries in Pompeii being revealed on a daily basis! Read more on page 2. 

Academy Travel is delighted to be offering our first Music teacher PD tour in 

July 2019 which is designed to include performances at some of Europe’s 

most vibrant summer festivals – including the Umbria Jazz Festival. More 

information on page 3. 

Interested in our entire calendar of NESA accredited overseas study tours in 

2019? Information on page 4. 

We also loved waving off and welcoming back the groups who travelled with 

us in the April 2018 school holidays. Read about their experiences on page 5. 

If you are interested in organising a study tour for your school or to book 

yourself on one of our teacher tours, get in touch! 

The Academy Travel Schools Team 

PS Our brand-new website will be launching soon! Stay tuned! 

 

Happy travels to the schools 

heading on tour in the June/July 

holidays! 

 

Knox Grammar School History 

Tour of Europe 

Drama Students Tour to the UK 

University of Sydney Fieldwork 

Unit: Art and the City of Paris 

Modern History Teacher PD Tour 

to Germany and Russia 

Art and Design Teacher PD Tour 

to New York 

 

 



  

 

What’s happening in Pompeii? 

The short answer: a lot! Since the influx of funding as part of the Great 

Pompeii Project over the past few years, the site has seen a lot of changes. 

New houses have been opened to the public for the first time in years (or 

ever!) and significant artworks have been restored. The casts of the victims 

have been repaired and undergone new studies. And just in recent weeks, 

new excavations have begun for the first time in many years. 

The excavations of Regio V, in the north of the site, began in March. In 

addition to traditional ground breaking, the archaeologists will also enlist 

the use of drones, lasers and virtual reality technology. So far, the findings 

have been amazing.  

A stable containing the remains of a racehorse (which was then cast) was 

uncovered. In the adjoining villa, there was also found kitchen utensils and 

part of a wooden bed. 

There have been objects and artworks discovered in their original form 

without any type of restoration which will allow the unique opportunity to 

carry out conservation work using the most advanced techniques, materials 

and experiences. 

The dramatic discovery of a victim who was crushed by an enormous stone 

while attempting to flee the eruption emerged most recently. Pompeii 

officials have already identified the victim as a male aged over 30 who was 

suffering a bone infection. They then surmised that he had poor mobility 

preventing his escape and he was knocked backwards by a pyroclastic surge 

before the large block (assumed to be a door jamb) fell on him. 

Perhaps even just as interesting as the excavations themselves is how 

quickly this information is being disseminated to the general public via social 

media. Superintendent Massimo Osanna is using his Twitter and Instagram 

accounts to share the discoveries as soon as they happen, often in real time 

through live feeds. Keeping up to date with the latest in Pompeii has never 

been easier. 

The work is expected to take two years at a total cost of 8.5 million euros. 

The works are still under the auspices of the Grand Pompeii Project and are 

justified as excavating will provide further stabilisation at the site. The hope 

is that the team will completely reconstruct the newly uncovered area and 

allow the public to explore it. 

All images at right from Massimo Osanna’s Instagram account. 

 

Get the latest first-hand! 

Dr Estelle Lazer is available to visit your school and share her current experiences and work in Pompeii. 

Lecture and travel fees apply and dates are limited. Details available here. 

Want to see the new finds at Pompeii with your own eyes? Travel to Pompeii with Dr Estelle Lazer on our 

January 2019 PD tour to Rome and the Cities of Vesuvius. Detailed itinerary and booking information 

available here. 



 

  

The Umbria Jazz Festival 

Attend the outstanding Umbria Jazz Festival in one of Italy’s 

most beautiful cities 

The Umbria Jazz Festival has become a point of reference in the 

world of music and music festivals. It is one of the most important 

Jazz Festivals in the world and the artists are of the highest calibre.  

Every July the heart of Perugia becomes a global musical village 

where music floats between the medieval buildings and piazzas. 

An immersive experience 

With over 200 events spread over 10 days on 6 stages, the festival 

presents a multi-dimensional music program with genres ranging 

from jazz to gospel, rock, pop and electronic music. 

The festival has ticketed and free events in outdoor and indoor 

venues in various locations throughout the city. You may even 

wish to enjoy dinner in one of the restaurants where you can hear 

jazz artists perform.  

Piazza Novembre IV is the central focal point for the free concerts 

and jazz legends that have graced this stage in the 45-year history 

of the festival include Chick Corea, Herbie Hancock, Miles Davis, 

Dizzy Gillespie, James Brown, Stevie Ray Vaughan and B.B King. In 

the rock and pop genre, artists include Santana, Van Morrison, 

Sting, Elton John and Phil Collins.  

You will not find a more immersive or diverse musical experience 

contained in such a beautiful Italian setting! 

Join us for this and more amazing musical performances on 

our teacher professional development tour – details below. 

Music Teachers Professional Development Tour – July 2019  

Academy Travel’s first Music Teachers Professional Development Tour is planned for the July 2019 school holidays 
led by our expert Royna McNamara. This 13-day program will begin with 4 days in London, before continuing to Italy 
visiting the musical towns of Perugia, Verona and Lucca.  

The itinerary will include tickets to 8 live performances at world class venues and specialised music festivals. The 
group will also participate in two practical workshops and attend open rehearsals. The tour is designed to allow 
opportunities for Music teachers to develop their critical analysis skills and understanding of music in social, cultural 
and historical contexts. There will be time to engage in collegial discussions, as well as plenty of free time for 
sightseeing and shopping!  

Academy Travel is a NESA accredited provider of teacher professional development. Completing 
this study tour program will contribute up to 45 hours NESA Registered PD addressing 2.12, 6.2.2, 
6.3.2 from the Australian Professional standards for teaching towards maintaining Proficient 
Teacher Accreditation in NSW.  

If you would like to register your interest and receive a copy of the detailed itinerary and booking form, email your 

details to schools@academytravel.com.au. 



 

  

Upcoming PD Tour Calendar 

Did you know Academy Travel is the only accredited provider of overseas study tours for teachers? That means 

participants on our PD programs receive accredited NESA hours in exciting overseas destinations! There are still a 

few places available on our Ancient History Teachers Tour to Greece in the September school holidays, plus a 

range of fantastic tours in 2019. 

 

September/October 2018 school holidays 

• Drama Teachers Tour to Japan – LAST TWO PLACES AVAILABLE! 

• Ancient History Teachers Tour to Greece – LAST THREE PLACES AVAILABLE! 

Don’t miss this amazing opportunity to explore 5th-Century and Bronze Age 

Greece with Dr Jennifer Lawless. Also, Dr Estelle Lazer will now be joining the 

group for the 3 days in Athens! 

 

July 2019 school holidays 

• English Teachers Tour to the UK – Enhance your knowledge of the context of key 

writers and poets with visits to literary centres across the UK. 

• Music Teachers Tour to England and Italy – Participate in workshops and attend 

music festivals and performances on this tour to London, Perugia, Verona and 

Lucca. Contact us to receive a copy of the detailed itinerary and booking form. 

• Drama Teachers Tour to London, Paris and Berlin – detailed itinerary and 

bookings available soon. Email schools@academytravel.com.au to express your 

interest. 

 

January 2019 school holidays 

• Ancient History Teachers Tour to Rome and Bay of Naples with Sicily extension. 

Explore the ancient sites and museums of Rome with our expert local guides. 

Discover the Cities of Vesuvius with Dr Estelle Lazer. Continue to Sicily to 

investigate the remains of Magna Grecia. 

 

September/October 2019 school holidays 

• Visual Arts Teachers Tour to Italy – itinerary to be released soon. 

• History Teachers Tour to China – itinerary to be released soon. 

• Dance Teachers Tour to the UK and Europe – itinerary to be released soon. 

To express your interest in any of these tours and to receive a copy of the itinerary as 

soon as it is available, email your details to schools@academytravel.com.au. 

 

http://academytravelschools.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/PDGreece_Sep18_Booklet_250517.pdf
http://academytravelschools.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/English-TPD_Jul19_Booklet.pdf
mailto:schools@academytravel.com.au
http://academytravelschools.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/TPDAncientItaly_Jan19_Booklet.pdf


 

 

 

April 2018 Groups 

Academy Travel had a very busy time with groups travelling to Europe in the April 2018 school holidays. In 

fact, we had 11 different schools with over 300 participants! We trust that everyone had an academically 

and personally enriching experience that created lifelong memories. The best compliments we can receive 

come from the evaluations of the teachers on their return. We look forward to working with everyone 

again on their next overseas study tour! 

 Thomas Hassall Anglican College  

Tour to the Western Front, Berlin, Bay of Naples and Rome 

“Very thankful for Academy Travel. The service was 

excellent and the product was far better than what I could 

have done alone.” 

 

William Carey Christian School 

Tour to Munich, Nuremberg, Berlin, Bay of Naples and 

Rome 

“I could not be happier with Academy Travel and have 

been telling all my teacher friends about the efficient 

organisation of the company. You helped make the 

process of organising a tour so much easier than I had 

anticipated and I could relax and enjoy the trip.” 

 

Pendle Hill High School 

Tour to Munich, Nuremberg, Berlin, Bay of Naples and Rome 

“I could not fault Academy Travel. They did everything I 

asked for and more. I can’t thank Natalie, Cassandra and 

Mat enough for everything they have done to make this trip 

happen.” 

 

St Ursula’s College 

Tour to Paris, Berlin, Nuremberg, Munich, Bay of 

Naples and Rome 

“We were all very impressed with every aspect of the 

tour. We have used Academy Travel since 2006. In 

that time, I have been on four of the tours and it gets 

better every time.” 

 

Contact us about organising your next study tour! 

You can choose from one of our suggested itineraries, or simply give us your “wishlist” of inclusions and we will create 

it from scratch! And you can be guaranteed to receive a reply from us within 48 hours. 

Phone: (02) 9235 0134 - Email: schools@academytravel.com.au - Facebook: www.facebook.com/ATSchoolTours 

 

mailto:schools@academytravel.com.au

